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we put the care in home health care

From Our CEO
Greetings. It’s been a heck of a summer.

The Move
The Vineyard Nursing Association began the summer by moving our offices
from the Hospital to a new building behind Humphrey’s in the Woodland

Marketplace, off State Road in Vineyard Haven. In fact, we moved twice. Our Development Office
and the Women’s Health Network also relocated, to the second floor of Dr. Finklestein’s building on
28 State Road in Vineyard Haven. After three months in our new location, I still feel that we haven’t
finished unpacking – and probably won’t be until it’s time to move back to the new hospital.

Continuing our Quality Care
Despite the disruption of the move, our service has continued as usual. The needs of our community
did not go away just because we were on the move. We continue to provide quality and compassionate
home care to Islanders of all ages. I am very proud to say that we did not miss a visit or a phone call. 

The summer and, in fact, the entire year has turned out to be our busiest ever. To ensure our ability
to support the Island population, we have hired additional physical therapists and home health aides
to cover the increased need and, while the summer crowds have left, the demands 
on our clinicians and home health aides remain high.

Raising Necessary Funding
Fund raising is always an essential and critical part of our summer activities.
The revenue from summer events typically contributes about a third of what we
need to raise annually. This summer, as in the past, our schedule of events was
carried out with the help of over 100 committee members and volunteers.

Despite the fact that our event season kicked off with a torrential rainstorm
that engulfed Fashion Fest2, it did not deter the capacity crowd of over 250
patrons who came to view the exceptional and comely local gentry that served
as our models.  

We then moved on to the Clambake at the Field Gallery, held on a delightful
July evening. Chaired by Jessica von Mehren, we witnessed spirited bidding for
many of the auction items as emcees Kenny Goldberg and Lenny Clarke exhorted
the crowd to higher bids. ...CEO, continued on last page
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...that’s the way 
the VNA is...

OVER THE YEARS I  HAVE HAD THE
OPPORTUNITY to meet several individuals
and families that have come to rely on the services
of the Vineyard Nursing Association. These
opportunities have served as a reminder to me
that the real business of the Vineyard Nursing
Association is much more than the activity with-
in my own office. While visiting our patient’s
homes I have been truly touched to see effect that
the appearance of one of our nurses, therapists or
home health aides has them. It’s always the same –
a familiar greeting and a heart-warming smile that
tells of the relationship that has developed between
the two.

In August we planned to make another patient
visit so that we could provide Vineyard Style
magazine with some insight into the work done
by the Vineyard Nursing Association. Honestly,
this visit was more nerve racking than others
because we were going to visit an icon, a legend,
a man once named the “most trusted figure” in
American public life. We were dropping in on
Walter Cronkite.

The Museum of Broadcast Communications says
of Mr. Cronkite, “Walter Cronkite is the former
CBS Evening News anchorman, whose commen-
tary defined issues and events in America for
almost two decades. Cronkite often saw every
nuance in his nightly newscasts scrutinized by
politicians, intellectuals, and fellow journalists
for clues to the thinking of mainstream America.
In contrast, Cronkite viewed himself as a working
journalist, epitomized by his title of “managing
editor,” of the CBS Evening News. His credo,
adopted from his days as a wire service reporter,
was to get the story, “fast, accurate, and unbiased”;
his trademark exit line was, “And that’s the way
it is.” 

My first memory of Walter Cronkite was sitting on
the floor of my grandmother’s living room in 1963
as he told the country that President Kennedy had

...Cronkite, continued on page 2
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Mr. Cronkite with his VNA caregivers. Photo: Charlie Utz

Three days after Michelle Davis was born here on the
Vineyard she was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis (CF)
and so began the medical journey she and her family
have faced for the past eight years. In Michelle’s
case, the role of the Vineyard Nursing Association is
to be one partner among many so that the best
medical care is provided to a little girl living with CF,
developmental disabilities, CF-related diabetes, and
seizure disorder.  

focus P A T I E N T

Michelle Davis

Clearly the primary caregiver in Michelle’s life is her Mom, Ann Davis. The team that surrounds Ann, her husband George and
Michelle’s little sister, Simone, represents all possible resources from the private, public and government sectors: medical funding
and case management comes from Harvard Pilgrim Health Insurance and Mass Health; all of Michelle’s therapeutic services (speech
therapy, physical therapy, etc.) are performed by the professionals in the Oak Bluffs Elementary School; advocacy for Michelle’s
needs comes from the Family Support Network, a program of the Department of Mental Retardation; a roster of personal care
attendants—mostly young women from the Regional High School—assist Ann daily; and bi-weekly visits from Vineyard Nursing
Association nurses provide in-home supervision and assessment.

In November Michelle will travel to Children’s Hospital for a procedure to implant a Vagal Nerve Stimulator in her chest, similar to
a pacemaker. When effective, it allows for the control, and ideally elimination, of seizures, providing the potential of leading to a
better quality of life for the patient and caregivers. It also seems to shorten the duration of seizures and the recovery time after a
seizure occurs. Everyone at the VNA looks forward to Michelle’s successful surgery and speedy return home.

For more information on the great strides being made in providing comprehensive diagnosis and treatment for people with CF and
their families, visit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation web site at www.cff.org.

WHEN PATRICIA “PATSY”
WHEELER joined the VNA’s
Board of Directors in 2001 little
did the VNA, or her husband
Bob, know that it would be a
“two-fer” arrangement.  

In her own right, Patricia has
been involved in all aspects
of the VNA that a board mem-
ber could be, without actually
drawing a weekly paycheck or
a vial of blood! During the past five years
Patricia  has served as both the Chair and a mem-
ber of the VNA Development Committee, she
has worked tirelessly on the Educational Institute
Committee, provided hundreds of hours of hands
on work in both the Development Office and
Clinical Department, oversaw the renovations of
the VNA Administrative Offices, catered numer-
ous events, charmed, cajoled and sweetly pressured
unsuspecting donors. In the words of the VNA
Development Director, “Patricia can work a room
like no one I’ve ever seen. I walk away with a few
business cards and think it’s a noble effort – then
Patricia hands me 10 or 12 cards from the same
event and I realize I still have much to learn at the
feet of the master.”  

This year Patricia focused her efforts on presen-
ting an outstanding art collection as part of the
auction held during the Clambake at the Field
Gallery. A gallery wall and lighting were construct-
ed under the tent to display the many pieces from
such notable artists as Ray Ellis, Ovid Ward, Meg
Mercier and Anthony Holand. Her collection was
an important factor in the increased revenue raised
at this year’s Clambake.

However, many of these activi-
ties have also involved her hus-
band, Robert “Bob” Wheeler.
When Patricia observed the
running of the annual golf
tournament benefit five years
ago, she knew “her Bob” could
make it better. Together they
moved it to the Vineyard Golf
Club— an enviable coup —
enlisted the Dukes County
Savings Bank as the major

sponsor, enlisted dozens of other businesses to
participate and made it an annual sold out event
for the past three years. Their efforts have increased
the Golf Classic revenue received by the Vineyard
Nursing Association by over 300%.

Bob and Patricia have given so much of themselves
to the Vineyard Nursing Association. . .and to
the Fresh Air Fund, Affordable Housing, Scottish
Society, and MV Community Services! Because
of their dedication to the VNA and the Vineyard
community they were chosen together as the
VNA’s Volunteer of the Year at our Annual
Meeting in May. The Vineyard Nursing
Association feels so very fortunate to have them
working on our behalf and as members of our
Island community.

Board Spotlight
P A T S Y &  B O B  W H E E L E R
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August brought the comedy of Richard Lewis and
his “Misery Loves Company” Tour to the Island
for an evening of fun at Outerland. The next day
we partnered with the National Breast Cancer
Coalition to co-sponsor “Tea and Advocacy - A
Gathering of Women” at the fabulous Vose Estate
in Edgartown.

The summer season culminated at our annual
Dukes County Savings Bank Golf Classic,
generously hosted by the Vineyard Golf Club.
It provided a great day of camaraderie for a
record number of players and sponsors.

It is with tremendous gratitude to our volunteers,
the Island business community and our loyal
supporters and participants that I can tell you
that each event raised even more money than last
year. Your support of our events have made it
possible to provide necessary services to our fami-
ly, friends and neighbors on Martha’s Vineyard.

So What’s Next?
We continue on with our appeals to Medicare
for a fair and accurate rate of reimbursement.
In October our Women’s Health Network
program will promote National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and by the time you read this
our nursing staff will have studied for–and no
doubt passed–an exam to become Certified
Pain Management Specialists. This program is
made possible through funding from the year-
old Sharon and John von Mehren Pain
Management Fund.

As we move toward the holiday season I feel
a sense of renewed spirits, high expectations,
and great appreciation for your support of the
Vineyard Nursing Association’s vital role in
keeping the citizens of our community healthy.

HONOR & MEMORIAL  GIFTS
Every gift received by the Vineyard Nursing Association
is gratefully received, but we are especially honored to

receive donations in memory of loved ones and in honor
of very special individuals.

— I N  M E M O R Y  O F —
ALBION ALLEY • SALLY APPENZELLAR • RODMAN BACKUS

IRIS BALLINGER • GEORGE BAPTISTE • DORIS BELISLE
JOHN BELL • CONRAD BENOIT • JOHN BLAIR

DORIS BOURCIER • OLIVE BOWLES • MIKE BREMUS
JAMES BRYAN • VERA BUCHBERG • MADELINE BUNTING

CLARA BURKE • PEG BURT • PHYLLIS CALIO • MARGE CASEY
JEANETTE COSTA • BARBARA DUTTON • JUNE FLETCHER

MARGARET HALL • HERBERT HANCOCK • DELLA HARDMAN
JOHN HARUPA • JOSEPHINE HEHRE • RALPH HORNBLOWER

EUGENE LAKSO • ROYAL LITTLE • DOROTHY LYNCH
TOM MALEY • RICHARD (RICKY) MCCARRON
JOHN MILLS • JOHN MORRISH • F.H. NORRIS

JANET NOVAK • ELENOR OLSON
WALLACE (WALLY) PINKHAM • DORIS PIZZANO

JUSTINE PRIESTLY • ALMINDA REED • ELMER SANTOS
PAULA SCHIFFMAN • MARION SCHUH

CAROLINE SEACORD • RUTH SIPLE • BILL SMITH
MARGUERITE SMITH • DORIS THORINGTON

DIANA TONTI • EMILY WETHERALL

— I N  H O N O R  O F —
MURRAY FRANK • BARBARA ANN GIBSON

SARAH ISENBERG • JUDIE JARDIN
ELIZABETH LANGER • MARIA MCFARLAND

EDIE RADLEY • HUGH SCHWARZ

thank you!
To Holly Thomas & Polly Renear—our Development Office volunteers                           
for their willingness to come in and help get out the mailings when called.

To Brian Kennedy and his many helpers from the Dukes County 
Correctional Facility Community Service Program for painting our offices
and helping make the move so much easier.

To our gracious hosts for our summer events: Barbara Boch host of Fashion Fest2,
Chris & Sheila Morse hosts for the Clambake at the Field Gallery, Barry Rosenthal,
Cory Cabral & Rob Scherer of Outerland for a Night of Comedy with Richard Lewis,
The Vose Family hosts of Tea and Advocacy and the Vineyard Golf Club hosts of
the Dukes County Savings Bank Golf Classic.




